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1 Who deſired the Publication of the 
enſuing Discouxszx. f 


- * 


* My dear Friends, 


T your Requeſt this 
plain Sermon appeareth 
5 in Publick. Whatever Re- 
x ception it may meet with . 
1 from any others, I truſt that 
you wall peruſe it with Atten- 
tion and Candour, and alſo 
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eternal Life, 1 remaiit, 
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that, under the Divine Bleſ- 
ſing, it = 


be rendered ex- 
eful. With my 


ten Ire y 


earneſt 'Wifhes for your Im- 


provement by the preſent 
mournful Dif A and 


for Grace to Perſevere u unto 


Your ofeflionate Friend, 


i | ad ee Sean 
Aus, 1 . 118 | 
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| Sudden: and very afflctive. Ane 
dixecteth my Miniſtration at this 
time, on which forrowful Occa- 


on account of the late frequent removal 
thoſe who have been eminently Zuſeful a- 
mong us, but principally in conſequence of 
ſome converſation with the Deceaſed: A 
converſation in which our departed friend 
gabe me the ſtrongeſt aſſurance of his earn- 
eſt expectation and longing defire after the 
bleſſed hope contained in the tekt. 
| Thjs providence, under which many. of 
us mourn, though very diſtreſſing, is not 
more grievous than the paſſage before us is 
joyful: O may the Holy Spirit, under whoſe 
agency alone the moſt ſeaſonable words be- 
come effectual, vouchſafe his bleſſed in- 


fluence, that every ſorrowful heart attend-⸗ 


ing the preſent ſervice, may go hence ſuſ- 
tained with divine conlblation, Wot Fe 1H 
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end wonderfa ly obta | 
fition at 7 beſſalonica, i in conſequenee of 


| which there was 160n” gathefed a large | 


Than 


church ronſiſting of believers, famous for 
their zeal and activity; theſe diſciples, 
whoſe faith we irs told was {ÞrGad abroad 
in every place, for their work of faith, their 
labour of love, and their patience. of hope 

were enſamples to all that believed. Amiable 
character indeed! An attainment wor- 
thy the purſuit every one who profeſſeth 
to be a | follower of Jeſus, The fame and 


Increaſe of this flouriſhing community raiſed 


the'envy of thoſe who believed got, who be- 
ing moved with indignation and wrath, and 
under the influence of the 8 adver- 
fary of Chriſt and his church, = <mploy yed all 
their power and policy in troub ing theſe 
faints : Their perſecutions were very ſevere, 

even to the death of many, who were dear 
to the ſurviving. brethren, as helpers of their 
faith and joy. Under theſe lofles which it 
is more than, probable, were attended with 


the departure of others, who were taken off. 
in a natural way, e filled the heart of 


theſe affectionate diſciples. The ſudden and 


untimely death of thoſe with whom we 
have taken ſweet and profitable communion, 
or of thoſe who have been advanced to e- 


n ſtation and ent uſefulneſß in the 
| "OMe church 


i 


NN 


r. EWA ToMKkins. | 
church 2 God; and eſpecially when theſe 

ſtrokes are often I fay theſe fre- 
quent ſtripping. diſpenſations, whereby ma- 
ny uſeful perſons, are removed, are not a 
little grievous to the faithful who are left 
behind. Some think that this epiſtle was 
wrote in the early part of the les mi- 
niſtry, and it may be the very firſt that was 
ſent by that inſpired penman to any com- 
munity ; if ſo, the church at Theffalomca 
had been lately collected when ſhe received 
this letter of conſolation, (and was under 
the afflicted circumſtances therein repre- 
ſented; however, this is certain, that theſe 
diſci les had not been long incorporated in 
Al chavih ſtate; and it is. probable that 
many, if not moſt of them, were new- 
ly converted to the faith; it muſt. there- 
fore have been a fore 'tryal when en- 
during - perſecution” from the enemies 
of the. E okbel, to be thus frequently for faken, 
throu 5 ks of thoſe whom they tender- 


0 loved as fellow: ſaints, fellou/ ſufferers, 


and inſtruments of their comfort. No 
wonder that under theſe cireumſtances, 
they ſorrowed much; but herein they were 
liable to, if not actually overtaken with ex- 
ceſs, It is rare that the beſt in this imper- 
fect ſtate, either mourn or rejoice, but they 
exceed the bounds of moderation, and theres 
by, in ſome meaſure at leaſt, blemiſh their 
profeſſion. The ſympathiſing apoſtle with 
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norant, I therefore apprehend, 
poſtle intendeth that he would not have 
them unmindful or thoughtleſs of this 


£ on the Death 8 | 
much compaſſion cautions - theſe afflicted 


-brethren, in the words of the text, and 

for their comfort, remindeth them of a cer- 
tain and glorious truth, the contemplation 
of which may regulate our ſorrow on the like 
mournful occaſions, and render it becoming 
thoſe who believe in Jeſus. 


In the verſe immediately preceding, the 


apoſtle thus expreſſeth himſelf, but I would 
not have you to be ignorant, brethren, con- 
| cerning them which are aſleep. I think it 
unreaſonable to ſuppoſe, that theſe ſaints, 
however lately enlightened, were totally ig- 


norant of the ſtate of thoſe who died in 
faith ; they muſt ſurely look upon their 


brethren who had reſiſted unto blood ſtri- 
ving againſt ſin, and who were departed this 


life, after having endured through faith and 


patience, to be now, in their ſeparate ſpirits, 
inheriting the promiſes; ; and it appeareth 
from many paſſages in this epiſtle, as we 


may hereafter ſee, that theſe Theſſalonians 


were perfectly acquainted and much de- 


lighted with the glorious articles of the 


reſurrection, and the revelation of Chriſt 


from heaven : By their not being ig- 
the a- 


thing; he ſeemeth in this phraſe to be ſtir- 


ring up theſe diſciples, by putting them in 


9 16. 


Mr: EDwARD ToMk INS. 
remembrance of this bleſſed hope, that they 
might confider the certainty and evidence 
thereof, for their comfort under their re- 
peated loſſes: It is not unlikely but that 
theſe afflicted ſaints now looked on the 
dark ſide of things, an evil to which we are 
univerſally prone under afflictive diſpenſa- 
tions of providence; their imbittered ſpi- 
rits, tis probable, dwelt in a manner whol- 
ly on their own deſolate circumſtances, 
through the removal of their dear friends, 
while they forgot to take into confideration 
the joyful expectation of their return from 
the pit of corruption, into the glorious li- 
berty of the ſons. of God ; hence they were 
very much dejected; now the. apoſtle to 
moderate their ſorrow, and raiſe their 
ſpirits, exhorteth theſe chriſtians to con- 
ſider the ſtate of the. faithful who were 
fallen aſleep, that faith he, ye forrow not 


even as others which have no hope, | i. e. as un- 


. believers or ſtrangers to this hope revealed 
in the goſpel, or as perſons wit:out hope, 
reſpecting the eternal welfare and future 
happineſs of their deceaſed friends and rela- 
tives, or as thoſe who are unacquainted with, 
or that believe not the reſurrection of the 
dead and eternal life. In order to quicken 
and eſtabliſh them in relation to this great 
point, he proceedeth to obſerve in the paſſage 

more particularly to be conſidered. For if we 


le * Fe fur died, and roſe again, even 
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mh on the Death of 


fo them alſo which fleep in Feſus, will E 
bring with bim. W's the words we _ ob- 


ſerve; 


I. The ſoppoſition ; or ; what the apoſtie 
taketh for granted in this declaration. 


II. The conclaficn: or his wirtion for 
the comfort of theſe ſorrowful ſaints, and of 


all chriſtians under the like grievous circum- 


ſtances. 


i. We have obſervable the apoſtle” O ap 


poſition, which is contained in the following 
clauſe. For if we believe that Jeſus died, 
and roſe again. The death and reſurrection 
of Jeſus are eſſential articles of the chriftian's 
faith, and lay at the foundation of his hope, 


conſolation and; joy: In this expectation the 


- faithful under the former diſpenſation, died, 
Luke 24. believing that they ſhould enter into reſt. 


*7- To this Mofes and the prophets gave witneſs 
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from the beginning,and from them the riſen 


Saviour reproved the unbelief of his diſciples, 
and convinced them that he, the Meſſiah, 
ought to ſuffer and enter into his glory, 
The inſpired penmen of the old teftament 
Dan. 9. plainly ſhew that the Meſſiah was to 
36. ſuffer and die, and that nevertheleſs he 
pf. 16.10. Wes not to fee corruption, and confequently 


Matt. 12. that he was ſoon to riſe again. The fame is 


#7 ge clearly. held forth in — 
x N then 
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thus the apoſtle, ſpeaking of the doctrine 


which he redo,” I delivered unto your Cor. 1. 


firſt M all, that which 1 alſo received, bow® 4 
that Chrift died for our fins, according to the 
fſeripturts ; and that be was buried, and 
that he roſe again the third day, according to 
the ſcriptares. And then proceedeth to the 
witneſſes of that grand and important fact, 
the reſurrection of Jeſus from the dead; and to 
this agreeth Pau i 's inſtruction to Timothy; 


remember that Jeſus Chrift of the ſeed o o 


David, was raiſed from the dead, according * 
tomy 90 pel. The death and reſurrection of 
Chriſt are, therefore, fundamental points; on 
the ſeas on two grand hinges, turns the door of 
the everlaſting goſpel: he that heſitates con- 
cerning either of theſe, can have no plau- 
ſible pretence to the name of achriſtian, much 
leis can ſuch: an one be thought to know 
any thing of that ſaving faith which is of the 
operation of God by the goſpel, and which 
grounds the repenting ſinner's hope on the 
atonement made by the blood of Chriſt, the 
reality and completeneſs of whoſe facrifice 
is evinced in his reſurrection from the dead; 
for he was delivered for-our offences, and was 


raiſed again for our juſtification. That JeſusRom. 4. 


died, and thereby delivered his people from *5: 
wrath to come, and thus obtained eternal 
redemption for them, theſe Theſſalonians 


and all. true chriſtians firmly believed; Chap. 1. 


the 10. 


on the Death * 


2 Theſſ a. the Gay hope. through grace, . is g= 
8 ven of the Father, and which is . 
with everlaſting conſolation, is a hope raiſed 
under the regenerating influences of the 
Divine Spirit, in the certain proſpect of the 
reſurrection of Chriſt from the dead: The 
particle / in the text cannot therefore in- 
volye any degree of doubt concerning theſe 
great, theſe important facts, but is rather 
demonſtrative, 9. 4. *© ſeeing we, i. e. you _ 
and myſelf, and all the faithful who are 
“ born of the ſpirit, do believe; are fully 
perſuaded of, and with undoubted con- 
fidence reſt our hope on theſe glorious 
truths, that Jeſus the only Saviour, in 
* whom we truſt, died for our ſins, and 
e having thereby made ſatisfaction, burſt 
the bands of the grave, and roſe from 
the dead, even ſo them alſo which ſleep in 
« Teſas God will bring with him, Thus 
the apoſtle taketh it for granted, as eſſen- 
tially included in the character of true 
believers, among whom he ranketh theſe 
Theſſalonians, that they were well: perſua- 
ded, and throughly eſtabliſhed in theſe 
_ great points, namely, That Jeſus died and 
roſe again, which leads 
II. To conſider the concluſion or ernie | 
of the apoſtle to the matter in hand, which 
__ .. was plainly to regulate the ſorrow of theſe 
maournful diſciples, and to comfort them 
under their repeated loſſes, and this is laid 
uß in the following words. Even ſo them 
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with bim? There is bmething very faini-" 
Har and inſtructtve“ in the  alluflonttbt 
the Holy Ghoſt When ſpeaking of the de- 
pafted in this and many other paſſag 8, 
wherein they are tepreſented® as fallen 
aſleep ; this however Is to be confiddered 
a5 having'a Ale reference to the body, that 
alone, being the ſubject of death or 
ſleep... We canndt form adequate ideas of 
our own” ſpirits; or fully comprehend that 
eſſential and nobleſt part of ourſelves, but 
this we know, that the humdn ſoul is in- 
material and ſpiritual, in which we bear 
the image of him that made us, and 
are diſtinguiſhed from, and exalted above, 
| the reſt of the lower creation; this ſpiritual 
fabſtanee, -if I may ſo call it, 'may- 'paſy © 
under various changes and be in different 
ſtates, but it is not diviſible, or liable to 4 
diſſolution as the body, which is material 
and compounded, The ſoul is immortal and 
cannot properly ſpeak ing, be {aid todie; how- 
ever, were it We pleaſure of the Almighty, 
| this Creature miglit poſſibly be annihalared, 
die it cannot, And as the foul of man is 
not capable of death, ſo neither of fleep, 
by which the body in that ſtate is here re- 
preſented ; death and ſleep are equally in- 
compatible with the ſoul's ſpitituality: The 
notion of the ſoul's fleeping in tlie ſtate of 
C the 
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I» D On the Death, of © 
us dead is no leſs. 81 chan inconkiſte K 
With many ſages cripture,. hic 
inſure the ier of beirig, preſent <a bis 
Lord when abſent from the bod 
But with reſpect to the  outyard : man, 
thoſe who have departed this life, may 
with great propriety. be repreſented as ſleep- 
ing: In ſleep the external ſenſes are bound, 
and the perſon lieth inſenſible and inca- 
pable of action, which agreeth with the 
ſtate of the dead, who know nothing, nei- 
ther can they do any thing, Vor there is no 
290 ork, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wiſdom 
in the grave, and as the ſons, of men awake 
and 1iſe, when the morning cometh ſo ſhall 
all Who ſleep in the duſt, according to the 
different ſtates in which they lie down, 
Daniel12.awake in the morning of the reſurree- 
5 tion; and with regard to the ſaints, the ad- 
vantages with which their bodies ſhall riſe 
is another very ſimilar and agreeable cir- 
cumſtance ; for as men lie down after the 
toils of the day, weary and exhauſted, and 
having ſlept, awake with their ſpirits and 
ſtrength recruited ; ſo ſhall the righteous come 
forth ſpiritual. and: glorious, their. bodies be- 
ul. 3.21. ing faſhioned like their Saviours, and ſuited 
to the fruition of that everlaſting day 
which they ſhall ſpend in their celeſtial man- 
ſions; bar. it is evident that the ſtate of the 
dead, i is thus repreſented in ſcripture ,with- 
| "FJ — 
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out diſtinction, and/therefore;fimiply ſpeak- 
ing this metaphor:determines nothing in fa. | 
vour of the ſubject ; dhe righteous and the 


wicked differ —— in the laſt mentioned 
article; Otherwiſe the ſaiht and the ſinn | 


ner lie down. alike there being no apparent 
or real difference in their natural ſtate, But 
departed believers, -who are ſpoken of in 
the text, are diſtinguiſhed: by a peculiar and 
ſignificant-phraſe, namely that of ſleeping 


in Jeſus. This is not to be underſtood. * | 


thoſe who merely make a profeſſion of the 
name of Chriſt, for our Lord hath ſhewn 
us, that ignorant and formal profeſſors, 
whom he deſcribeth under the character of 


when the bridegrooni cometh, the door 
will be ſhut againſt them. Nor is this 
phraſe oſ ſleeping in Jeſus to be confined to 
thoſe who have ſurrendered their natural 


lives for the teſtimony of the goſpel ; mar- 
tyrs who through faith have endured, be-/ 


ing ſlain with the ſword, or. otherwſle put 
to death for Chriſt's: ASE; as ſome of theſe 
Theſſalomans were, are doubtleſs included, 
and on them, when they appear with 
Jeſus, will be revealed a glory, with which: 


common priviledge ao all true believers, and 
will 
C2 


11 


Fooliſh Virgins, who have no Oil in their glatt. 25. 
veſſels with their lamps, ſhall find, that 10. 


2 


their bloody ſufferings are not worthy to be Rm. 3. 
compared. But what is here declared is then 
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Chap. 3. 


13. 


* 9. San from heaven. And the zeal diſcoxered by 


1 Den N * 
will be tha happy dot: of euerꝝ diſciple 8 — 
— At is —— theo 


| "ty ſet forth iu the ſacred writings, eſpecially, 


exhorteth them, ſaying, be nat ſoot ſhaken in 
mind or be troubled. neither by Spirits nor by. 


ing ofiaur Lord. Jeſus: Chyift wil 5 
all bis Jaints. By iſleeping in Jeſus, there · 

fore; muſt be underſtood dying in the faith 
of him, or wan in him for. eternal ſab- 
vation. n 713 [zi 2 Rin 1322 . 

Now: concerning thoſe bit: ſleep 

Jeſus; it is — — God will —— 
them with him, i. e. at his 3 e a- 
greeable to what is: rocorded in the 16th 
verſe, For the Lord bimſelf ſpall deſcand 
from heaven with a ſhout, with the voire 9 
the:arch angel, and uith :thes trump of Cad. 
and the ofa) in Cbriſt ſhall niſe . Fhis 
appearance anderevelation of Chriſt is clear 


— of the new teſtament,” and: of which. 
the Dalai ans were in carneft expec-; 
tation i their firſt cohVerſion is thusd de- 
ſcribed, namely, that: The turned from idols. 
70 ſerve the living God, and to wait fur big 


theſe brethren for the ſecond: coming of 
Jeſus, gave occaſian o fome ignorant or 
deſiguing perſons to trouble them with a 
notion that it would happen in their time, 


againſt which vain inſinuation the apoſtle 


word, nar by. letter 2 Jrom: As, as — 
Ps a 


Mr. Epw-ãWaan Tauxus. 13 
day of Gbreft, is as hand, let no man deceive 2 Thef. 2. 
vaν‚ N . e the - ame: ardent affection· 
aftheſe:behevers for this gloxiqus appearance 
the apoſtle; alſo ſreemeth to refer, when 
he thus prayeth for them, and tbe Lord - 
dises ycun hart, into the leave” of God, The. 
| dvd into the: patient waiting far Cbriſi.. 
An extragrdinary petition; which while it 
denqteth ſome degree of impatience in 

theſe diſciples alſo- reprpveth them whoſe 
thougiits and affections are ſeldom em- 
ployed about this bleſſed hope; but the faith- 
ful are aſſured that as Chriſt once in the end of 
the wor Id hath appeared io put away fon bythe 
 facrifice of, himſelf. So unto them that look 

or him, ſhall be appear the fecond time, auith- n. 9 
ant fin unte ſaluation. And it is declared in 
our text, that when the Lord cometh, them vr. 20. 
that ſleep in bim, God will bring with him: 
Some ſay God the Father is intended, Irather 
think with thoſe who underſtand it of Jeſus 
himſelf, for he hath this ghargefrom the Fa- 
ther to raile up all which he hath given him, 
and bath engaged to accompliſh the ſame ; 
to him therefore believers commit the keep- John. 39 
ing of their bodies till the laſt day; and“? 
further it is obſervable, that the reſurrec- 
tion of Chriſt, which is ſometimes af- 
ctibed to one and ſometimes to another of 
the Sacred Three, is here, as in ſome other 
places, ſpoken of as his own act; it is not 
ee | 2 _ 
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"aid that 8 wav raifed ud tnat e roſe: 
again, for theſe reaſons I apprehend that. 
the Divine Perſon ſpoken of in the text is no 
other then Chriſt himſelf, who is over all. 


Rom. i. 5 nb x Bieſſed for euer, and whoſe proper De- 


hines throughout revelation, though 
aſhes preſame to contradict this eſſential — 


moſt glorious branch of the mediator's 
wonderful perſon. However this is certain, 


that it is the Lord Jeſus who is to deſcend, 
and when he cometh, the apoſtle afſerteth 
that, they who ſleep in him ſhall be brought 
with him; they, i. e. their whole perſons, 
and more particularly referring to their bo- 
; dies which now dwell in the duſt, but ſhall. 
then awake, and come forth from their 
gtaves, by His- power, who is able even to 
fubdue all thinks to him 1% Even ſo alſo 
f ei in like manner, and as certainly, or 
: this foundation, you may ature your- | 
; felveh, that thoſe who Aeep in E org will 
6 od bring with bim. 
. The fubſtance of the paſſage. is this, that 
all true believers, as they are well perſua- 
ded that Jeſus their Saviour died and roſe 
again, may with the higheſt confidence aſ- 
ture themſelves alſo, that thoſe who die in 
the faith of Chriſt ſhall be ranſomed from 
the grave, and at the coming of their Lotdy 
make their ' Appearance with him; a conſi- 
deration which may reaſonably alleyiate our 
my ſorrow 


. 2 
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0 ſorrow, and comfort -our hearts when mour- 
ning on account of thoſe who are fallen 
aſleep. _.. | 
To a farther improvement on this com- 
fortable declaration ** us briefly con- 
ſider. noel} e, WEED. x 
1. How it appeareth that they who 1 
lieve that Jeſus died and roſe again may on 
the ſame foundation, and with equal cer- 
tainty, aſſure themſelves that them who 
fleep in Jeſus, ſhall be ove. with 
him. | 
II. What is included in this bleſſed aſ- 
ſurance for our comfort under the loſs of | 
chriſtian friends. 


I How doth it appear that thoſe who 12 
lieve the reſurrection of Jeſus from the dead 
may aſſure themſelves that his diſciples ſhall 
be brought with him at his ſecond ens? 
; And. this appeareth, 
I 5 1. From the teſtimony of ſacred writ, 
By the word of the Lord we know and 
are perſuaded that Jeſus died and roſe 
again, and by the ſame word we alſo 
know, that thoſe who ſleep in Jeſus . 
mall be brought with him; the one is as 
—_— clearly atteſted 3 in holy ſerip- 
ture as the otber: They are equally con- 
fitmed in the infallible word of truth, and 
therefore he that is perluaded of the former 
may 
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may alſo be affüred of the kalter. — e 
the death, feſurrection ahd ſetond comigg 
of Chriſt, but alſo the. return. of 
faints from PT graves, and their appearance 
with him, is the fübject of divine pro- 
phecy. T . the faithful who ſleep in the 
duſt, ſhall riſex as. their faviour's dead 
Boch, and awake and ſing, was not unknown 
to che ſaints of old, but it Is mote fully re- 
vealed in the new teſtament. as 
faith the apoftle, that he 717 raiſe Jed ip 
the Lord Fefius, ſhall raiſe ap us alſs' by 


8. . 4 ud. ſhall. preſent Us with you. AILE 


1 John 3. 
$: 


hortations to holineſs and ſpirituality, Ind 
there is nothing more purifying than this 
hope, I fay, every exhortation to the ſaints 
to  demean. themſelves N the expec- 

c | tation 


* 1am 4 19 The Fo refer this dy to the 
reſurtection of the dead, and ſeveral expoſitors have 
rendered the words as above, nor is it uncommon for 
the particle as to be underſtood, the ſupplying of which 


Teemeth moſt agreeable in this place, and it denoteth 


the certainty and likeneſs of the ſaints, reſurrection with 
that of their Lord's, for doubtleſs Chriſt's reſurrection 
is the pattern and pledge of ours, ' as we ſhall preſently 
have occaſion to obſerve. See Dr. ill diſcourſe on 
the reſurrection, Lime:ſireet Sermons Vol. II. pag. 404. 
Alſo Pos annotations on the above paſfage, Many 
ether places in old teſtament ſhew; that believers under 
that difpenſation were acquainted with; and rejoiced in 


_ this bleſſed hope. See Fob 19. Vas Pſ. 17. 5. 49.15. 
xod 


Dan. 12. 2. 13. Hoſea 13. 4. 
2 Mat. 22. 8 1.35. 


- 


3. 36, compared 
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tation of Chriſt's ſecond coming, involves 
this aſſurance, that they ſhall appear with 


him. Our converſation is in heaven, from 
whence alfo we look for the ſaviour the Lord 
Feſus Chriſt. And now, little Children, a+ 1 John 2. 

hide in him; that when he ſhall appear, we **: | 


Phil. 3. 20. 


may have confidence and not be aſhamed be- 2. . 


fore bim at his coming. Beloved, now are 
we the ſons of God, and it deth not yet ap. 

pear what we ſhall be : But we know that 

when he ſball appear, we, i. e..we who are 

called the fons of God, ſhall be like him; for 

we ſhall ſee him as he id. The appearance 

of the redeemed with their Lord is ex- 

preſsly declared by the apoſtle to the G 
ans; when Chrift who is our Life ſhall ap- oy 3: 

pear, then ſhall ye alſo appear with him in 

glory. We have already ſeen, that the com- Chap. 3. 
ing of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt will be with "3 

all his ſaints ; and in the beginning of the 

next epiſtle, it is expreſsly afferted, that 

when the Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed from | 
heaven, he ſhall come to be glorified in bis , Ther. x. 

 faints and admired in all them that believe, 7. and 10. 

Not one of the Saints ſhall then be miſſing. Par d. 

Thus the ſcriptures, which cannot be broken, 

are full of this glorious and comfortable 
truth of the ſaints appearing with their Lord 

at his coming, and therefore if we believe 

that Jeſus died and roſe again, we muſt al- 

ſo believe that them who ſleep in _ 

ſhall be * with him. 

D 2. 
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On the Death of 


2. This will alſo appear if we conſider, 
that in the reſurrection of Jeſus we have an 


inſtance, and conſequently a proof of the 
reſurrection of the dead; fo that being well 

t ſuaded of the former, we have no ra- 
tional ground of ſcruple reſpecting the latter. 
and therefore, if we believe that Jeſus roſe 


from the dead, we have the higheſt reaſon. 


to conclude that his people ſhall be raiſed 
and come with him, according to the divine 
promiſe. The reſurrection of the body, 


which is eſſentially neceſſary to the faithful 


John 12. 
| 24. 


appearing in their hole perſons with their 


Lord in the great day, is very difficult, and 
ſeemingly impoſſible to an eye of ſenſe; it 
has therefore been ſcrupled and denied by 
many, nor is it wonderful that thoſe who 


never enjoyed, or that thoſe who have been 


left to deſpiſe revelation, ſhould ftumble at a 
truth which is not diſcoverable by the light 
of nature: We are wholly indebted to the 
word of God for this great and comfortable 
aſſurance, but it being revealed the divine 


perfections and providence witneſs to the 


perverſeneſs of them who reject it, Our 
Lord and his apoſtles, when treating on this 
ſubject, ſhew, that every returning harveſt 
affordeth a ſimilar and no leſs incompre- 


henſible appearance. Each naked grain of 
corn that being ſown, lieth buried in the 


earth, and there: corrupteth and dieth, yet 


afterwards being revived, riſeth and appeareth 


_— 55 | with 


n F F : 
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with a lovely and fruitful body, is a ſuf- 
ficient reply to the cavilling unbeliever that 
preſumeth to contradict a fact plainly reveal- 
ed, becauſe his narrow underſtanding can- 
not comprehend the amazing po 
a 


tion. Thou fool, faith Paul, that which 1 Cor. 15. 
thou ſoweft is not quickened except it die. 36. 
It is very bold to heſitate the accompliſh, 

ment of what God hath promiſed, becauſe 

we are under a difficulty in conceiving how 

it can be brought to paſs; and it is no leſs 
irrational, Vhy ſhould it be thought a thing Ads 26 
incredible 3 you that God ſhould raiſe the 8. 

dead 7 The body, indeed, ſeeth corruption, 

and returneth to its earth: However, tho' Pf. 146-4 
it paſſeth under a diſſolution, it is not an- 
nihilated, and ſhall vain man preſume to 
contradict the word of the infinite Jehovah _ 
in pronouncing it impoſſible for the dead to 
riſe? But if in any inſtance the dead bath 
been raiſed, the diſpute is at an end; there 

can then be no longer any difficulty about 

the ſaints coming with Chriſt, on account 

of the reſurrection of their bodies, which we 

have ſcen included in this bleſſed hope now 

this is undeniably evident to them who are 
perſuaded that Jeſns died and roſe again, 

for as the apoſtic obſerveth, if. there be 10 1 Cor. 15. 


Teſurrection of the dead then is Chriſt not 13. 


riſen. In the reſurrection of Chriſt the 
faithful have an unexceptionable proof that 
the dead riſe, and thereby a ground for the 

=— ex- 
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expectation of the Lord's appearance with 
his ſaints. So then, he who belieyeth that Je- 
ſus roſe from the dead, may upon the ſame 
foundation, and for this reaſon among o- 
thers, aſſure himſelf that them which ſleep 
in Jeſus God will bring with him, | 
3. This comfortable concluſion of the 
apoſtle may be further illuſtrated and con- 
firmed, from the conſideration of the cha- 
racter under which Jeſus died, and the end 
for which he roſe from the dead. The ſcrip- 
tures not only ſhew that Jeſus died and roſe 
again, but alſo that he paſſed under theſe 
changes in a public capacity, and that he ſuf- 
fered as the Head and Surety of his people ; 
they ſhew us that Chriſt died to the end that 
his choſen might live, and that being redeem- 
ed from all the miſerable effects of fin, they 
might, in due time, be advanced to immor- 
tality and eternal life; thus it is declared, 
Rom. 4. that he was delivered for our offences, and 
15... ,. was raiſed again for our Fuſtification. Je- 
Hoſea 15 ſus died that through death he might de- 
14 liver his people who were under the power 
Ha beſ.5. and fear of it through fin ; he died to ran- 
ſom them from the Grave, and that they 
might live together with him, The teſur- 
rection of Chriſt was not only an evidence 
of his People's Juſtification through his 
blood, but alſo an enſample and pledge of 
their riſing to everlaſting life. There ſub- 
ſiſteth an indiflolyible union and an ever- 
8 laſting 


Mr. EDdwAkD Tomkins, #1 
laſting relation between Chriſt and his cho- 
ſen ; They are one body of which he is 
the head, and his redeemed are the mem- 
bers; in conſequence of this union there 
is a neceſſary connection between his hav- 
ing thus died and roſe again and their 
coming with him ; and for this reaſon, I ap- 
prehend, the apoſtle joineth his being the 
Head of the body the church, with his. being 
the firſt born from the dead. Now this Cole. 1 
union between Jeſus and his people com-185- 
prehendeth their whole perſons ; the body 
as well as the ſoul of the believer is given 
to Chriſt,- it is the purchaſe of his blood, 
and being ſanctified, the temple of his Spirit, 1 
as appeareth from the exhortation to the Co- 30. 
rinthians, What know ye not that your bodies 
arethe temple of the Holy Ghoſt ? ye are bought i Cor. 6. 
wich a price, therefore glorify God in your 20. 
body and your ſpirit, which are God's. Death 
cannot diſſolve this union, the fruit of the 
_ everlaſting love of God; it was the free and 
unchangeable love of the eternal Son that 
moved him to give himſelf that he might 
redeem us from all iniquity : He hath made 
his ſoul an offering for fin and taſted death, 
as the Subſtitute and Surety of his people, 
and having hereby obtained eternal redemp- 
tion for them, he revived and roſe, that 
| they might live and reign with him for ever; 
and ſhall any thing ſeparate from this love, 


Eph. 5. 2. 
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| Rom. 8. or detain the happy ſubje&s from enjoying 
33.38. the fruit of their Saviour's blood ? Surely 
| domparem not. Jeſus dying in this public character, 
and for theſe glorious ends, is ſtyled, as be- 
fore mentioned, the fir/t begotten from the 
ö Cel „ dead, and alſo the firſt fruits of them that 
Apt. To ſhew that the ſecd of the cove- 
1 5. nant ſhall undoubtedly be gathered to him 
1 in due time. Was it impoſſible that Jeſus, 
the head, ſhould be held by the bands of 
death, when the time for his returning from 
the grave was fulfilled? It will likewiſe be 
impoſſible for death to detain believers, the 
members, when the hour is come, and the 
trump of God ſhall ſound ; theſe choſen 
veſſels muſt, and ſhall be delivered up in the 
morning of the reſurrection. If Jclus thus 
died and roſe again, there is no reaſon to 
doubt, but that all the gracious deſign of 
his ſo doing will be fully accompliſhed, and 
this was among other things that his peo- 
ple being juſtified, and delivered from the 
power of the ſecond death, might appear 
with him, when he cometh. from heaven, 
and therefore ſecing we believe that Jeſus 
roſe from the dead, we may be aſſured 
that his ſaints ſhall alſo make their appear- 
ance with him. Again, 
4. This aſſertion Will be ſtill more con- 
ſpicuous, when we add the following 


conſideration, namely, that the preſence 
of all the redeemed will be abl0 ſolutely 


neceſſary 
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neceſſary to compleat the glory of Chriſt's. 
appearance. If Jeſus by his death gave ſa- 
tisfaction, of which his riſing again is an un- 
deniable proof, then the glory conſequent 

on his being thus made perfect through ſuf- 
ferings muſt needs follow; one branch of 
which is his revelation from heaven with all 

his ſaints; the glory with which the Lord 

ſhall deſcend will be manifold; the Son of; 8 3. 
Man will come in his Father's glory, in his © 


own glory, and in the glory of his angels ; 


the luſtre of either of theſe, and much more 
their united ſplendour, exceedeth our con- 
_ ception ; but this is not all the glory in 
which Jeſus will ſhine when he appeareth, 
for we have ſeen that he is allo to be glo- 
rified in bis ſaints and admired in all them , | 
that believe. If the glory of the Redeemer 3 
on his ſecond coming, is to ariſe in any de- 

gree from the attendance of his ſaints, their 
abſence, yea the abſence of the leaſt of theſe, 
would render that glory incompleat; they 


are ſtiled his jewels, as ſuch they are to a- 


dorn the Mediator when he deſcends to 
judgment, and correſpondent with this me- 
taphor, Jeſus is ſaid to make them up; every 
jewel ſhall be collected to compleat the V**-3-17- 
-luſtre of his appearance. When Jeſus com- 

eth, he is to appear as an able Saviour, and 
one that hath finiſhed the work of redemp- 
tion and gathered in all the elect, but this 
could not be if any veſſel of mercy was 

e wanting, 
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wanting, he could not then appear to have 


fally overcame fin and ſatan, death and hell, 
or to have fulfilled his engagements with 
the Father ; his power, or his 8 
would lay under ſuſpicion without the pre 


fence of thoſe committed to his charge ; 


yea, a ſchiſm in his myſtical body would 


neceſſarily ariſe from the abſence of. one 


conſtituent member, and how then could'the 
appearance of the Mediator be perfectly glo- 
rious ? But bleſſed be God, we know, by the 
reſurrection of Chriſt from the dead, that he 
hath obtained a victory over death, and com- 
pleated the redemption of his peqple, the 
manifeſtation of which will be neceſſary to 
his glory when he deſcendeth from heaven, 
but to this end the redeemed muſt appear 
with him, and therefore if we believe that 
Jeſus roſe from the dead, having finiſhed 
his work, we may be aſſured that his ſaints 
who ſleep in him ſhall be brought with 
him, for otherwiſe the glory of his appear- 
ance, which is one part of the reward of 
his ſufferings, would be defici We ſee 
then, that the apoſtle's r ge is abun- 
dantly confirmed by divine prophecy, and 


by the proof we have in the reſurrection 


of Chriſt, that the dead riſe; it is likewiſe 
evident "ans the character under which 


' Jeſus ſuffered, and the ends for which he 


died and roſe again, and al ſo from the ne- 


ceſſity of his laints ping with him to 
com- 
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dom pleat the glory of his ſecond coming. N 
And hat belies ſecurity can be defired? 
The aſſertion being” ilkuſtrated and con- : 
kKrmed, 1 Nen to enquire, e : 


1 What is included in wn bleſſed al. 
ſurance for our comfort under the loſs of 
chriſtiah friends ? And, : 5 L 2 


I. This truth may comfort us den we 
conſider that hence it appeareth, that our 
departed friends who die in the Lord; are 
ſafe : They are not. loſt, Tf Chrift had nor 1 
roſe again, then they alſo which are fallen 18. 
aſleep 1s Chriſt are periſhed. But ſeeing Je- 
jus roſe from the dead, we know that they 
who fleep in him are ſafe with bim. The 
| ſcriptures ſhew that believers when abſent 
from the body, are preſent with the Lord, Cr. 5. 
and behold their father's face in righteouſ- 
h neſs. The ſouls of the juſt made perfect pi. 15. 
are ſife in the temple of their God, and 
_ unite with holy angels in praiſing him and Rev. 5. 11 
the Lamb; and their fleſh alſo reſteth in 
hope, being under the care of the great 
Shepherd who ever watcheth that which is 
the price of his own blood: It is true, their 
duſt is ſcattered in common with the reſt of 
the dead, and may be mingled with the 
wicked in the earth, but their omniſcient 
and mighty Saviour will ranſom it from the 


power of the 3 and each particle, eſ-" 3 
| | ſential 


| ' On the Death f 
effential to the purchaſed poſſeſſion, ſhall be 


Johns. 39, collected, for 9 all that 12 Father. hath gi- 


40. 


ven him, Chriſt will loſe nothing : We — - 


already ſcen, that as his dead body, ſo ſhall 


Ila. 26. 19 he bodies of his ſaints ariſe, when his 


ower, as the dew, cometh upon them. 
Jeſus will demand his choſen dead, and at 


- 20. Eis awful voice the depths ſhall open, and 


John 5. 
88. 29- 


they that ſleep in him ſhall hear, ſhall a- 
wake, and ſhall come forth to everlaſting 
life. It followeth, 

2, That we ſhall again enjoy the fellow- 
ſhip of our late friends who are dead in 


Chriſt, which is a further conſideration for 3 


our comfort while we mourn their de- 
parture. Death maketh not a final ſepa- 
ration of the ſaints, for they ſhall hereafter 
meet in their Father's houſe. To the pre- 


ſent world, indeed, theſe our deceaſed re- 


lations ſhall never return, ſo that our eyes 
ſhall no more behold them in this mortal 


Nate, but through faith we underſtand, and 


know that we ſhall ſee them in the weeks 
to come; for our text aſſureth us that God 
wall bring them with him, and therefore 


ſurviving believers may look after their de- 


parted brethren with a certain expectation 


of meeting them again. If we are followers 


of thoſe who through faith and patience in- 
herit the promiſes, we ſhall ſurely find 
them when we enter J-ruſalem, which 2 


above; and in che merning of the reſu 


rection 
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rection the faithful will mutually rejoice at Col. 3. 4. 


the proſpect of one another, when each 
ſaint in his ſpiritual body, ſhall appear with 
Chriſt in glory, And, | | 
The great advantage. with which the f 
faithful ſhall meet hereafter, is another con- 
ſideration for their comfort, when their 
friends are removed. Whether we conſider 
believers in a ſeparate ſtate, or at the time 
referred to in the text, our meeting them 
in the world to come will be attended with _ 
great advantage, and particularly on the two 

following accounts. 
In the firſt place, there, we ſhall find 
one another in a ſtate of perfection, and 
hence the entertainment that will reſult from 
our communion together will be compleat. 
Now, indeed, in this world, the fellowſhip 
of the ſaints bath its peculiar delights and 
advantages, yet, alas! the faithful themſelves 
while here, through weakneſs, fin and temp- 
tation, are often the occaſion of grief to each 
other. In the preſent life, it is not uncom- 
mon to endure more than we enfoy from the 
beſt of compan.ons, at leaſt our pleaſure is 
greatly abated, t we are liable to ſuffer 
much through the infirmities and afflictions, 
even of the moſt valuable relations on earth; 
but hereafter, in the world to come, the _ 
b deemed are ſet at an eternal diſtance from 
every occaſion of ſorrow, and are made per- 
fect in holineſs, fo that nothing can ariſe 
ES > * 


=— - .- "On the al of 

7 © any of them it that ſtate, to > Piper 

their mutual ſatisfaction and joy. Again, 

5 The meeting of the faithful in the future 
world will alſo be attended with this fur- 
ther advantage, namely, that there they ſhall 

Vs remain eternally together: 7 "They meet nes 

 Philem.15 yer to part again. We may (ay of our de- 
ceaſed fellow chriſtians, in allifion to what 
Paul faith to Philemon concerning Onefimus, 
that they: are departed for a ſeaſon, but we 
Fl ſhall receive them for ever. Death is un- 
known 'in the heavenly country which be- 
lievers ſeek ; it is the land of the living, 
and when the ſaints are aſſembled in that 
ſtate they ſhall be no more ſepatated for 
ever; thus the temporary ſepatation of the 
Faithful, by natural death, is amply made up 
their everlaſting enjoyment of each other 
in the world to come. That the ſaints ſhall 
eternally abide together in glory is plainly 
or 28h in what the apoſtle declareth, verſe 
7 below the text, namely, ſo '/hall ve ever 
37 with the Lord. This is ſpoken of be- 
levers without exception : If each believer 
ſhall ever be with the Lord,” it followeth 
that believers in the ſame ſtate ſhall ever be 
with one another, ſo that there i is no danger 
of their being ſeparated hen once they have 

Ic: 6. 11. attained'the preſenct of their God in hea- 
ven. In his preſence is fulneſs of joy, at his 
right hand there are pleaſures for evermore, 


One occation ' of delight among the ſaints 
in 


Rev. 21 
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in heaven ariſeth from their communion to- 8 
See att all the plcafiires of rave ſtate eo! 
everlaſti! 
Seeing then, that it $0 Certain; thas: theſe! 
who fleep in Jeſos ſhalt be brought” with 
him, we know that our friends whe are 
fillet allec in him are ſafe; and that we 
ſhall meet them again, in a Rate of perfec-! 
tion, when we ſhall part no more;” but 
| ſhall dwell together for ever with the Lotd:' 
Have we not then, the higheſt redſoti when 
mourning the loſs of our faithful 'toltipa-" 
nions, * confort one another with v ver 18. 
wor S 35 
Thus we have cotifiikred the chic fives | 
neſs of the apoſtle's argument, and the cer- 
tainty of that hope revealed in the text, and 
alſo the conſolation which ariſeth therefrom 
to thoſe who forrow after them that are | 
aſleep., And hence we learn, MY 
1. The great advantage of ebjofing d Full C0 
and clear pelidag of the truth contained 
in the text. We have ſeen that under the 
former diſpenſation believers were not with- - 
out the knowledge of their appearance with , ., 
Chriſt at his coming, yet this was to them 
but ſparingly revealed; and compared with 
us who live in the goſpel day, it may be 
ai that they were ignoran kerning them 
which are aſleep, Tor this bleed hope is 
moſt clearly manifeſted ſince the a 
of our Saviour, who bath aboliſhed death} Tim. 


and 10. 
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1 On the Death of 
and bath brought life and 38 to 
lb through the goſpel, We are, while 
in the preſent ſtate, liable to repeated ſor- 
row through the death of our dear relations 
and acquaintance, and ſince the proſpect. 
of their coming with Chriſt yieldeth ſo much 
conſolation under theſe loſſes, is it not a 
peculiar advantage to enjoy the brighteſt 
diſcovery of this glorious aſſurance? Now 
this advantage we have under the chriſtian 
diſpenſation, a privilege for which we ought 
to be very thankful, and which among 
-,..- Other things, ſhould induce us to a quiet 
| and humble reſignation to the will of God 
when we are deprived of the choiceſt 

friends, 

2. We alſo learn the neceſſity of an in- 
tereſt in Chriſt, in order to comfort in a 
dying hour. Bleſſed are the dead, which die in 
Rev. 14. The Lord. There can be no comfort i in the 
13. death of a relation without hope of his in- 
tereſt in Chriſt, for that revelation which 
alone bringeth tidings of redemption, . by 
the Son of God, telleth us, that there is ſal- 
4 vation in no other, and that there is none 
. other name under heaven given among men 
whereby we muſt be ſaved. Them, and them 
only, which ſleep in Jeſus, will God bring 
with him. But happy are thoſe compa- 
nions and _ in life who are alſo heirs 
tagether of the grace of God; for. though 
f are 1 for a feaon, they hall 


1 ſoon 
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ſoon meet again in heaven, nd, renew their 
fellowſhip in everlaſting habitations ; this 
happineſs have all the faints, and hence by 
the way, their communion is peculiarly ex- 
cellent ; for however hypocrites may creep 
into the viſible church, it is the ſingular ad- 
vantage of this ſpiritual fellowſhip to have a 
good hope concerning thoſe, who, after hav- 
ing kept the faith, are removed from it by 
death: Now this is not to be main ained of 
any civil ſociety, conſidered as ſuch, fince the 
grace of God 1s not requiſite to conſtitute a 


rſon a member of ſuch a ſociety, How 


preferable then, is the communion of faints 


to any other communion on earth, the 


members of which have folid ground of 
comfort, yea and-of joy in the death of 
their fellows. —— 

And ſhould not this influence our choice 
of companions in civil life? It is ſurely moſt 
deſirable to have this hope concerning every 
one with whom we ſtand connected in the 
preſent world. Exceptions, indeed, are for 
the moſt part unavoidable, - but ſeeing it is 
ſo conducive to our comfort that our de- 


parted friends die in Jeſus, who cannot 


ſee the propriety of mak'nz ſome good evi- 


dence of true faith in a perſon a condition 


of our entering into any near relation with 
him ? Is it not reaſonable that this confide- 
ration ſhould make us careful that, as mueh 

as in us lieth, we ſet our affe ctions upon and 
* 5 con- 
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contract an alliance with thoſe who have 
| taſted that the Lord is gracious? And more 
eſpecially ſhould we be careful of this in 
the choice of the neareft relative: No ſecular 
advantage, which may engage to this ſtrict - 
and important union in life; will ballance 
the grief of beholding the juſt object of our 
tendereſt affection, launching into the eter- 
nal world without hope of an intereſt in the 
only Redeemer; but to this tryal every chriſ- 
tian, who joineth himſelf to an unbeliever, 
is liable from the moment the relation tak 
eth place. Too many in theſe days, be- 
ing led aſide with divers luſts; neglect this 
concern when they chuſe their companions 
for life, and thereby fall into temptations 
while they live together, and at length, be- 
ing the ſurvivor, they are plunged into ſor- 
rows. On the one hand, what anguiſh 
have I ſeen on the death of a perſon, lovely 
in nature, of whom the ſurviving relative 
_ hath obtained no ſatisfaction, that he ſlept 
in Jeſus! The diſtreſs ariſing from ſuch a 
ſeparation bath, in ſome inſtances, exceeded 
the power of language to deſcribe, On the 
_. Other hand, the fatisfaftion and pleaſure that 
- hath attended believers on their beholding 
each other in Chriſt, at this ſeaſon, though 
a a ſeaſon the moſt cruciating to nature, hath 
been no leſs inexpreſſible. They who are 
” comfortably perſuaded from divine revela- 
tion, and the witneſs of the Spirit, of their 
ES One mutual 
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mutual intereſt in the covenant of life, min- 
gle their tears with joy in the proſpect of 
parting by death. Being united in. Chriſt, 
the faithful can rejoice, even in this hour of 
tribulation, knowing that however natural 
relation is diſſolved, and the ties of fleſh are 
broken afunder, they: ſhall ſoon aſſemble 
again with their Saviour, who roſe from the 

dead. It is very affecting and no leſs de- 
lightful to obſerve parting chriſtians, in the 
 midfit of their natural ſorrows, glorying in 


the near views of eternity, that neither death Rom. 8. 
nor life — nor any other creature ſhall be able 38. 39. 


to ſeparate them from the love of God 1051 ch 
is in Chriſt Jeſus their Lord. 

May this teach us to eſteem our believing 
friends. The grace of God doth not always 
render a perſon a ſuitable partner in civil 
liſe, but true faith which is more precious 
than gold which periſheth, doubleth the 
value of natural relations, for this reaſon 
among others, that it provideth for our com- 
fort when they are ſeparated from us by 
death; ſuch relatives are therefore much to 


be defired! And is it not a diſtinguiſhing 


favour in providence to be bleſt with com- 
panions from among theſe excellent of the 
earth, who leave matter of conſolation. to 
their ſarviving friends, when they fall among 
thoſe who ſleep in Jeſus? But, 


3. Let us not be ignorant, Brethren, con- 


cerning thoſe we lament, who died in faith, 
F nd) 
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but comfort each other with the proſpect 
given us of them in the text, and other 
parts of holy ſcripture: Not to be ſorrowful 
when pious and uſeful Men are removed one 
upon another would argue a ſenſeleſs and un- 
worthy frame; but while we reflect with 
grief on theſe our repeated loſſes, and mourn 
for ourſelves, let us conſider their happy f1- 
tuation, and look forward to this bleſſed 
hope, and glorious appearing of the great 
God and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, when all 
his ſaints ſhall make an appearance with him; 
and may the conſideration of what we have 
now heard ſuſtain us under the preſent af- 
flicting Providence, whereby we are de- 
prived of one, of whom, in general, I may 
venture to ſay, that he came not a whit be- 
hind any, according to his capacity, which 
was none of the leaſt, for uſefulneſs in his 
day; but concerning our deceaſed brother, 
I ſhall take leave to ſubjoin the following 
particulars, and cloſe with a few words of 
advice to his mournful ſurvivors. _ 
Our departed friend was afflicted from his 
cradle, yet he was enabled to execute a ſta- 
tion not a little laborious, and by the favour 
of Providence he appeared in the world with 
advantage to himſelf and others: It was his 
lot to live more than fifty years under dif- 
ferent characters, as it were on the ſame 
ſpot, his civil conduct therefore is well 
known, in reſpect of which I ſhall only fay, 
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that 1 apprehend, it will be univerſally al- 
lowed that this was no diſcredit to his reli- 
gious profeſſion. 

He was awakened to a concern about his 
eternal ſtate, at a time of life when, in all 
appearance, too many are thinking of no- 
thing but how to gratify youthful luſts 
which war againſt the ſou}, and having ob- 
tained a good hope through grace, he be- 
came obedient to the ordinances of the goſ- 
pel, and took up his fellowſhip with this 
church. It ſtands recorded that he made 
this publick profeſſion in Nov. 1722, being 
baptized with three other perſons, then alſo 
young men, and of whom J have the plea- 
ſure to ſay, that through diſtinguiſhing 
goodneſs, they all continue to this day in the 
ſame communion. 

IJ hope it will give no offence that, upon 


this occaſion, I call to mind the vandal - 


affection which ſubſiſted between the de- 
ceaſed and my late honoured Father, of pre- 
cious memory to ſome preſent : Among 


other tokens of their friendſhip, I cannot 
forget, on the one hand the pleaſure with . 


which my dear Parent beheld him attend 
his dying hed, and on the other hand with 
what ſympathy our late brother waited his 
expiring moment to teſtify the reſpect of a 
near relation 1 in cloſing of his eyes; an of- 


: 3 F 2 FS... 
lt was the ** of the neareſt relations to cloſe the 
eyes of the deceaſed; this God promiſed Jacob, ſaying, 
and To «pb Hall put bis hand upon thine eyes, Gen. Ixvi. 4. 
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On the Death of © 
office for which there was neither opportu- 
nity nor neceſſity of performing on his 
breathleſs corps: But how pleaſant is it to 
behold a miniſter and his people thus at- 
tached to each other in the bands of chri- 
ſian love | Would to God that this mutual 
reſpect among belieyers of every rank was 
more univerſal, _ EE NET. 

Our late companion was helped to main- 
tain his character among us full thirty years, 
with conſtancy, zeal, and extenſive uſeful- 
neſs: I forbear mentioning ſome ſingular. 
periods in which he was remarkably active 
2 the publick good, and paſs on in obſerv- 
ing, that about eighteen years ſince he was 
called to the office of à deacon. I need 
only ſay, that by his death, this church hath. 
loft a good officer: Are not the members of 
this community witneſſes of his acting in 
the honourable ſtation like one who ac- 
counted himſelf a ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and who eſtcemed it a favour to be employed 
in bis houſe? _ VV 

Fits of pain often ſeized our friend for a 
long time before he finiſhed his courſe, but 
about ſix years ago he appeared to be the 
ſubject of a formidable diſtemper, which at- 
tacked him with great violence; his con- 
dition under the preſſure of this diſorder is 

moſt aptly reſembled in the deſcription of 

Jeb ch. vii. for he was made to poſſeſs 

months of vanity, and weariſome nights 

Ji . 
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were appointed to him ; and his end was an- 


3 to Job's, though contrary to his 


own expectation, for when he ſlept in the 

duſt, he was ſought for in the morning — 

but was not. 

During this tedious and cruciating paſſage 
: through the valley of the ſhadow of death, 


be was greatly ſupported by many promiſes 


which had been the guide of his youth. 
The acuteneſs and length of his pains would 
ſometimes occaſion him to wiſh for a remo- 
yal, and we that beheld his grief, eſpecially 
when his diſorder - was raging, muſt allow, 
that any one would naturally chuſe death, 


rather than 515 life. I have often heard him | 


ery out through anguiſh of Spirit, but never 
underſtood, that even in his greateſt agonies 
he uttered any thing unworthy the character 


of a chriſtian : Indeed, he frequently com- 


plained in the bitterneſs of his ſoul ; but it 


was of himſelf, that he was ſo impatient 5 


and yet, I preſume, that thoſe who had the 
faireſt opportunity for judging, will admit 
me impartial when I ſay, that all circum- 
ſtances conſidered, his patience was 3 admit 


ra ble. 


ous ſtorm; now ſhe mounteth up to heaven, 
then ſhe goeth down into the depths, or 
daſheth againſt the unrelenting rocks ; thus 


Was our friend toſſed to and fro; yet his an- 
chor 


He might july be compared to a veſſel 
driven with winds and waves in an imperi- 
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chor held: His hope was fixed, truſting in 
the Lord. He frequently expreſſed to me, 


his humble confidence in a life hid wit 


Chriſt in God; and would ſay, that in the 
midſt of his bitterneſs he ſometimes found a 


ſweet delight in the expectation of ſirting 


down with Abraham, Tſaac, and Jacob, in 
the kingdom of God; this, with a believ- 
ing proſpect of his attending the Redeemer 
at his coming, yielded him great pleaſure z | 
hence with a peculiar fatisfa&tion would he 
appropriate the words of the apoſtle, ſaying, 
when Chrift who is my life ſhall appear, then 
ſhall T alſo appear with him in glory. 
However, he was ſubje& to one laviſh 
fear, which often beſet him, being anxious 
after the manner in which he ſhould. go 
through the pains of death; as he met with 
fore conflicts in the way, he was ſometimes 
poſſeſſed with fearful apprehenfions of being 
diſmayed in the end: The ſwellings of 
Jordan excited terror, for he concluded that 
his departure would be as the paſſing that 
rapid river, when her waters foſe to the 
higheſt pitch and overflowed her banks; 
he would accordingly often declare that in- 
deed, through rich grace, he had nothing to 
fear beyond. the grave; but he was afraid 
leſt nature, being overcome by the ſorrows 
that would encompals her in ſhis dying hour, 
ſhould occaſion any thing diſhohourable to 
his God or to his holy profeſſion; and for 
this 
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| this reaſon he aecounted himſelf among 
thoſe who through fear of death were all 
their life time ſubject to bondage. Behold 
the ſubtlety of the Tempter, taking occaſion 
from the infirmities of the faithful, to be- 
tray them into a diſtruſt of their God, in 
the proſpect of trials, under a ſpecious pre- 
tence of concern for his honour. But the 
event, as before hinted, proved otherwiſe z 
for after as chearful a day as he had enjoyed 
for years, though not without an uneaſy 
night, he went off ſuddenly ; and from the 
. compoſure in which his countenance was 
found, he ſeemed to have a quick and eaſy 


tranſition i into the unſeen ſtate, and we have 


no reaſon to heſitate his being in the joyful 
poſſeſſion of the eternal inheritance, How 
little judgment can we form, by any previous 
circumſtances, of the preciſe manner in 
which the final ſtroke ſhall be given! And 
we have as little reaſon to indulge any _ 

plexing thoughts about it. | 
Now our brother is Glen aſleep, let us 
be comforted, ſeeing we are well perſuaded 
of his lleeping in Jeſus, and knowing that 
he will appear among them whom God will 
bring with him. ay you, Madam, the 
mournful relict of this dear man, be enabled 
to look after him with pleaſure, thro' the 
| heavenly glaſs. before us, and may the proſpect 
be always attended with a divine teſtimony 
to your own intereſt in the ſame Jeſus; then 
will 
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will Ach returning thought of mis your th | 
 hufband, who is now entered into his reſt; 
prove an occaſion of your rejoicing i in. hope 
of the glory of God: This experience 
granted, you will have reaſon to ſay, that 
death is yours. 
| To the ſurviving offspring of him that is 
gone, What ſhall I ſay ? You have loſt the 
inſtrument of your being, and the principal 
guide of your youth, at a time when in all 
appearance you are opening to a wide world 
full of ſnares and ſorrow; may the Lord 
protect you! On this ſolemn occaſion I take 
leave in faithſulneſs to adviſe you, and aſſure 
yourſelf, that it is with a tender concern for 
your true happineſs, that I earneſtly beſeech 
you to conſider the God of your Father, and 
to make the divine teſtimonies your coun- 
ſellors, by which alone you can eſcape the 
paths of the Deſtroyer ; and may it appear 
to be the will of God, that while you bear 
his > an poffeſe his temporal eſtate; 
you may alſo be an heir of the ſame grace 
with your departed relative. | 
It is a pleaſure to ſee ſo many of the nu- 
merous family of the Deceaſed walking in 
the fame faith: May you, my friends, ob- 
tain merey to be-fruitful:and ſtedfaſt to:the = 
end; but are any of you contenting yours | 
felves ſhort of the hope ſet before us in the 
text; O may ſuch, and all here preſent under 


_ like unhappy circumſtances, be awa- 
| kened 
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kened to confider their infelicity and danger. 
It is the peculiar privilege of believers to 
appear with Chriſt at his coming. Them 
who fleep not in Jeſus, God will not bring 
with him; and their lot will be dreadful 
who have no place in that glorious retinue: 
Such, indeed, at the ſummons of the al- 
mighty Judge will awake, and riſe out en 5 
their graves; but, alas, it will be 70 eam a. N 
and everlaſtin ng contempt. 

To conclude ; may each member of this 
church, by the p relehl, and ſuch like ſtrokes, 
which of late 1 been frequently repeated, 
be excited to activity in his ſtatien, . his 
cCoufſe may alſo be finiſhed with ufefülneſs . 

and honovr.” And, in one word, may the 

very fudden manner in which our late bro- 
ther was taken off, put us all upon our, 
watch : This affecting providence i is another 
inſtance of the great uncertainty of our con- 
tinuance here; therefore let the exhortation 
of our Lord take place, Be ye alſo ready; 
for in ſuch an hour as you think A * Son Ma 3 
of Man cometh. 
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